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In This Issue...

The North Texas PC NEWS is
now online—and it’s more important
than ever that the NTPCUG newsletter
contain timely and informative content
of interest to our members.  We will
welcome pertinent “ How to do it”  arti-
cles, book reviews, software reviews
and other materials that would be help-
ful and interesting to NTPCUG mem-
bers.
For prospective authors, there are a few,
but very important, “Do’s and Don’ts”
involved in article submission to the
newsletter, first of which is accuracy.
Be sure of your facts (unless you report
them as “ rumors” ) and always remem-
ber to report the source(s) as well.
Please don’t submit articles that are
taken from another source without cred-
iting the source in your article, i.e., if
you excerpt something from the Mi-
crosoft (or other) Web site, please state
that in the article.
Remember to “ sign”  your article/  story
at the bottom.  A simple “ by Your
Name”  will be quite helpful, particu-

larly if the editors have questions or
suggestions about the story.
Please don’t submit the article or story
in HTM or .PDF format.  It can make
editing and formatting quite time con-
suming and difficult.
We can accept MS Word 97, most
WordPerfect files and ASCII .TXT
files.  The absolutely latest version of
any word processor may not convert
gracefully to our format and may have
to be rejected as a result.
Graphics should be submitted in one of
the “ standard”  formats, i.e., .TIF, .EPS,
.GIF, .PCX or .JPG files.  While “na-
tive”  CorelDraw (CDR) files are also
OK, other graphics editor native for-
mats may not be convertible.
Again, we want your articles and thank
you in advance for your input and co-
operation.
Finally, submit as e-mail attachments
to: newsletter@ntpcug.org, or to
    reagana@ntpcug.org

Reagan Andrews



Main Meeting Presentation
May 21, 2005

Microsoft – Active Directory

Deploying Active Directory 

 

NTPCUG members will be eligible for raffle prizes. 
Come join us for a great presentation
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Prez Sez
User Groups all over are having difficulty attract-
ing and retaining members.  Many User Groups
were founded to support a particular product or
technology.  

When a product or technology matures these
User Groups fade away.  

Many considered User Group members to be hob-
byist.  Our User Group is attracting more Infor-
mation Technology professionals.  Many of our
members that are not employed as Information
Technology professionals but, they have strong
technical abilities and knowledge.  

User Group members meet to exchange ideas,
converse about current events and grow their per-
sonal knowledge.  Less people are joining be-
cause they want to learn about computers.  Com-
puters are sold with software installed and hard-
ware pre-configured.  

There are many benefits to being a member of
The North Texas PC Users Group.  Members are
eligible to participate in drawings for prizes and
we have vendor presentations for new products.
NTPCUG has discounts for the purchase of hard-
ware and software.  

Writing a product review is another way of ob-
taining a free copy of expensive software.
NTPCUG has hands-on labs
and assistance with computer
certifications.  This year we
will establish a forum for job
postings.  We do receive re-
quest for people with general
PC skills and technical knowl-
edge of Microsoft products.   

The User Group needs more
volunteers and not just for Sat-
urday.  

I wish to congratulate Spike
Smith, Diane Bentley, Mary
McWilliams Johnson and

Linda Moore who were honored for outstanding
service to NTPCUG.  Gil Brand has resigned
from the BOD and Glynn Brooks was appointed
to the NTPCUG board of directors.  Birl Smith
is now the SIG Coordinator. We want to thank
Bill Parker for his many years of service as SIG
Coordinator.

We will be having a computer raffle for the bene-
fit of NTPCUG. Raffle tickets will be sold at the
May and June 2nd Saturday & 3rd Saturday
meetings. You must be an NTPCUG member in
good standing to be eligible to purchase raffle

tickets.

Every member needs to
bring in one new member
within the next 90 days.
Every member, who does
this, will be recognized
by NTPCUG. Members
will need to send an email
to  with the name of the
person that joined.  

The Plano Internet Secu-
rity Conference was held
in April.  There were
some very interesting tech-
nical speakers.  If you
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missed this conference ITEC will be held June
15 and 16.  We will e-mail the details to our
members at a later date.  

We wish to recognize our new members
Foluke Adejokun, Arlington, Robert
Alschbach, Burleson, Jerry Jackson of Plano
and Jo Ann Jackson of Plano.  

Our 3rd Saturday raffle prize winners were:
Jesse Hastcoat -- Book on Exchange 2003, Art
Yasui -- Book on Exchange 2003, Bob Web-
ber -- Wireless Notebook Optical Mouse, Gre-
gory Liban -- Virtual PC software, Bob Camp-
bell -- Virtual PC software, and Jerry Jackson -
- Digital Image Suite version 10.  Jerry Jackson
just joined this month. 

What a great way to welcome a new member.  

Members may be interested in the AntiSpy-
ware from Microsoft And it’s free!  From the
Microsoft website: “Microsoft Windows An-
tiSpyware (Beta) is a security technology that
helps protect Windows users from spyware and

other potentially unwanted software. Known spy-
ware on your PC can be detected and removed.
This helps reduce negative effects caused by spy-
ware, including slow PC performance, annoying
pop-up ads, unwanted changes to Internet set-
tings, and unauthorized use of your private infor-
mation.”   

http://www.microsoft.com/athome/security/
spyware/software/default.mspx

Happy computing,

Birl Smith
birl.smith@ntpcug.org
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Member Communication
through WebBoard

WebBoard is a messaging system that the club
began using in September 2000.  The purpose is
to let members ask questions and share informa-
tion between monthly meetings.  This article is
to remind you of the value of WebBoard and re-
quest your participation, both in asking and an-
swering questions in the 50 different forums.

WebBoard activity has steadily grown over the
years.  Recently the SIG related posts have repre-
sented about 25% of the total posts (the other
posts being general news and information).

The top five forums for posts in 2005 are Gen-
eral News & Information, Internet, Operating
Systems, Members, and MS Word.

This is good, but it would benefit all of us to
have more activity on WebBoard.  Benefits of
more activity include

❖ 1 Questions would likely be answered faster
since experts would know to expect activity.

❖ 2 “ Lurkers”  would have more content to
read.

❖ 3 More activity breeds more activity.  It
should become routine for us to post to Web-
Board.

❖ 4 It is a great way to gauge the interests of
the membership.

There are many sources of information on the
web, but our local WebBoard provides unique

benefits.  When you ask a question, it is prob-
ably being answered by someone you know,
and hopefully trust.  It also may involve local
resources, such as where to buy something.  Or
it may be that a member can point you to a re-
source on the web without your having to
spend a lot of time “Googling” .

One alternative is to just email a member di-
rectly.  However, then there is no chance for
multiple answers, and other members do not
get to benefit from the answer.

Currently there are 471 WebBoard users.  Of
those, 158 are active members.  (WebBoard is
open to non-members as well.)  That means
that about half the membership has opened a
WebBoard account.  It also means we need to
work so the other 50% realize what WebBoard
can do for them.

So far this year 13 people have posted either a
question or answer, and 38 people have logged
in at least once.  The top five posters in 2005
are Mary Johnson, Glynn Brooks, Chuck
Stark, Bill Parker, and Gil Brand.  We cer-
tainly need to have more people actively post-
ing.

Mary Johnson scours various email newsletters
daily and posts in the General News and Infor-
mation forum links to articles she finds interest-
ing.  For those that want a sampling of indus-
try news and commentary, this is the forum to
read.

Year Total Posts Times Viewed SIG Related Posts Times Viewed

2000 .......................77 ........................7,171 ...............................77 .................. 7,171

2001 .....................190 ......................10,532 .............................182 ................ 10,300

2002 .....................490 ........................9,801 .............................243 .................. 7,576

2003 ..................1,659 ......................13,056 .............................405 .................. 9,609

2004 ..................2,017 ......................11,234 .............................502 .................. 7,367

2005 .....................570 ........................1,724 ...............................68 ..................... 672
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Degunking Windows &
Degunking Your PC

by Glynn Brooks

I’ve recently read two of the Paraglyph Press
books devoted to “ degunking” : Degunking Win-
dows, and Degunking Your PC. Both books are
co-written by Joli Ballew and Jeff Duntemann.

Gunk is anything that affects your efficient use
of a PC. Some gunk is on the PC when it
comes out of the box (e.g. AOL
and antivirus offers, media player
and photo management software).
But most PC gunk accumulates
over time, usually through ne-
glect, inattention, or lack of plan-
ning. Gunk is the molasses that
builds up and makes PCs run
slower over time.

So what is “degunking”? Here’s
how it is described in Degunking
Your PC: 

[The degunking] mindset isn’t
about just technical issues. We
call it a mindset because it involves how you
think about the technology you use, how you
get organized, and how you maintain your
equipment. The mindset isn’t something you

adopt for a little while and then forget all about.
It requires a little discipline but  the results
you’ll get are well worth the effort. [Chapter 2]

Degunking is good housekeeping: removing
what you don’t need, organizing what you keep,
and preventing future problems through plan-
ning and a disciplined approach. There are lots
of PC books that tell you how to do things.
What makes these books unique is that they
also tell you why things are important, and
when you should carry out the recommended
procedures.

Degunking Windows is about
cleaning up a PC from the inside
out – deleting unnecessary files,
uninstalling extraneous programs,
scrubbing the registry, organizing
desktop items, cleaning up and or-
ganizing email and attachments,
optimizing and tweaking software
settings, and removing spyware.
The emphasis is on regaining con-
trol of your PC and keeping Win-
dows and your applications lean
and smooth.

Degunking Your PC is about cleaning up a PC
from the outside in – physically cleaning the PC
and components, disposing of obsolete hard-
ware, organizing and labeling cables, optimiz-
ing the performance of disk drives, setting up
networks, and moving to high speed Internet
service. There is also some good information
about USB and Firewire compatibility that
should help you avoid frustration if you up-
grade your external hardware. It has lots of pic-
tures to help you do things right.

Both books have a chapter on email manage-
ment, but other than that they do not overlap. 

If you have been reluctant to work on a com-
puter yourself, these books should give you the
confidence you have been lacking. And even if
you have someone else handle upgrades and re-

Following posts on WebBoard is easy.  They
can be delivered directly to your email inbox.
After logging into WebBoard, just select Options
and Mailing Lists, then check each forum you
want delivered to your “ door” .  You can also re-
ply to these emails and they will be sent back to
WebBoard.  (With recent server changes this re-
ply feature stopped working and we are working
to restore it.)  Creating a WebBoard account is
also easy.  Just go to  and click Support, Web-
Board Forums, and follow the instructions.  If
you have questions you can email to  or .

Bill Parker
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Keeping Defaults is Stupid
If You are Working Wireless

Reagan’s Paranoia gets a touch out of hand these
days with concerns over "wireless" LAN’s, e-
mail and Internet hackers.  This is added to exist-
ing emotional, but irrational, feelings that the
phones are tapped, the house may be bugged and
somebody may be reading his mail.  

My Paranoia came from several years in USAF
Security Service—and, no, I wasn’t a policeman.
Everything we worked on was very highly classi-
fied and we were “assured”  that our telephones
were tapped, our conversations monitored and
mail probably read by either East German or Rus-
sian intelligence groups.

Wireless LANs Brought it all back.

Is everybody going wireless for home/ small
business networking?  Granted, wireless equip-
ment prices are dropping rapidly and going wire-
less is a lot easier than stringing Cat 5 cables if
the PC’s are in different rooms.  But, I still
worry about the security issues even though I
know there are some quite powerful firewalls
and encryption tools available.

Why?

It’s the same issue as the "typical" VCR blinking
"12:00" in a lot of homes because setting or reset-
ting the VCR clock can be a major pain.  Most
wireless home users and probably a lot of small
business users just won’t go to the trouble of con-
figuring the units’ encryption capabilities for that
reason.  Some of the blame does belong to wire-
less vendors who have made security re-configu-

ration both unintuitive and often quite difficult
for the “ typical”  home user to understand.

This security problem, by the way, doesn’t be-
long solely to home and small business systems.
IT-oriented media continue to report major net-
work systems with significant vulnerabilities as a
result of unprotected wireless nodes.

Same thing applies to configuration of the Ca-
ble/DSL routers’ firewalls or installing a good
firewall on a single PC endowed with broad-
band Internet access.  Many users are either to
lazy to bother, or don’t know how important
making their systems secure is.

Not making security important in a home or
business system can easily lead to data and
identity theft.  

There are receivers available that allow detec-
tion of unprotected wireless LANs while driv-
ing past businesses or down neighborhood
streets.

Anybody for free Internet access?

Reagan

pairs, you’ll understand what they are doing and
know that the work is done right. Both books are
highly recommended!

Glynn Brooks 

End of an Era
On Ross Ave.

“First Saturday”  isn’t gone, it’s just moving in
June.  Two top photos on the next page demon-
strate why.  

Peyton Weaver acquired 1st Saturday and is
moving it to his West End location under the
Woodall-Rogers Freeway.  Because of its new
location, it will be covered and provide some
protection from the weather.

Bottom photo was taken at Peyton’s 1st Satur-
day location and was only crowded area there
last August.

.
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Benefits of Volunteering
So what’s the benefit of volunteering to help re-
cycle old PCs?

Outside of knowing that your efforts on this pro-
ject will help a visually-impaired person lead a
more productive and richer life, there is the ca-
maraderie among volunteers and opportunity to
really learn the internal workings of PCs.

You don’t need to be a technically sophisticated
user to volunteer.  There are lots of tasks in this
project that don’t require such knowledge depth,
but do require some physical effort such as
cleaning PCs and monitors, preparing the refur-
bished PCs for shipping, etc.

If you are interested in learning how to assem-
ble, troubleshoot balky hardware and install op-
erating systems and software, this is a magnifi-
cent opportunity to learn from (now) experts.
Acquiring such knowledge and skills can be ac-
complished in other, usually expensive venues,
but the process won’t be nearly as much fun or
personally rewarding.

May 2005 North Texas PC NEWS
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1,500+ & Counting
NTPCUG Volunteer

Effort Report

by Gil Brand

Status of the computer refurbishing project?

NTPCUG Volunteers have assembled, tested and
shipped their 1,500th PC since the project began.
Currently, the volunteers are averaging 500 refur-
bished PC’s for impaired users per year.

For new members, NTPCUG sponsors a volun-
teer program to refurbish "old" PC’s  using
NTPCUG volunteers with the finished comput-
ers going to visually impaired individuals via
the Texas Center for the Physically Impaired
(TCPI), http://www.handicapability.org. All of
the equipment goes to blind or visually-impaired
persons in America and in several foreign coun-
tries.

If you have basic hardware skills, or just want
to learn, contact me at gb1@ntpcug.org  We
only  have 12 work stations, so please request
a place. Don’t just arrive expecting to find a
station available. 

We have regular sessions every Tuesday and
Thursday, 1-4PM, at King of Glory Lutheran
Church, 6411 LBJ Freeway (West bound serv-

ice road from the  Hillcrest exit). Our work-
room is in the basement level of the church.
Ring the outside bell for entry into the building.

If you, your employer, or a friend, have older
computers (Pentium II-300Mhz or better) and/or
components (56k-modems, hard drives,
sound/video cards, 72 & 168-pin memory, moni-
tors, keyboards, mice) that are just gathering
dust, please contact me about donating them to
this tax-deductible effort. We have received sev-
eral corporate donations in the last few months;
PLEASE keep checking with your company
about donations.

We are also in need of a couple of volunteers to
assemble some donated shelving, if you can’t or
don’t want to work on computer hardware.

And last, but not least, we need a volunteer to:
determine the proper driver for various donated
sound/video/modem cards; download and test
the drivers; and save the drivers to floppy disks.

So you can see that we need volunteers with dif-
ferent skills, and have a continuing need for ad-
ditional computer refurbishing help. Let me
know if you can assist.

[For those of you who have requested weekend
sessions, these do occur on occasion and if you
let Gil Brand know of your interest, he’ll get in
touch to let you know the date and times.]

Gil...
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!!! Mark Your Calendar !!!

Future Newsletter Deadlines and
Meeting Dates: Please Note:  The
May meeting  will be on May 21
at North Lake Community College
in Irving, TX.

Our main meeting presentations
[and most SIGs] will be on the
third Saturday of each month.
The newsletter deadline each month will be
fifteen days before the main meeting. See the
schedule below at right for a listing of those
dates.

Newsletter Meeting 
 Deadline   Dates

May 6 May 14, 2nd Sat.
May 21, 3rd Sat.

June 3 June 11, 2nd Sat.
June 18, 3rd Sat.

July 1 July 9, 2nd Sat.
July 16, 3rd Sat.

Off-Site SIGs

The North Texas Microsoft Developers SIGs
Beginning Visual Basic, Advanced Visual Ba-
sic, Access, and Application Developers Issues
SIGs) will meet the second Saturday of each
month at Microsoft Corporation’s Building #1 lo-
cated at 7000 State Highway 161 in Irving,
Texas.

Up-to-date Information

Make it a habit to check our Web site at
http://www.ntpcug.org for any last minute
changes.  Keep informed through our Web site.

The Perfect Gift!

Looking for a last-minute gift that’s
quick, easy and keeps on giving for the
entire year?  Take a tip from Doug Gorrie
and consider giving a one-year member-
ship in the North Texas PC Users Group.
This is an especially appropriate gift for a
friend or relative who is new to comput-
ing and interested in learning how to use
and enjoy the PC.  

Point out the Genealogy SIGs to people
who are collecting information about their
families, tell friends how much the In-
ternet SIGs can help in easing their way
into really using the Web, and the bene-
fits of friendly, early computer lessons in
the Introduction to the PC SIG.  

More experienced users would appreciate
value of vendor presentations in making
important software and hardware deci-
sions during the year.

If you have a friend or relative who con-
stantly “borrows”  your copy of the latest
North Texas PC News, a gift membership
might be especially welcome.

Doug Gorrie
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Driving in Dallas
From: Vincent Gaines, NTPCUG Past President

First you must learn to pronounce the city
name. It is DAL-LUS, or  DAA-LIS de-
pending on if you live inside or outside
LBJ Freeway.

Forget the traffic rules you learned elsewhere.
Dallas has its own version of traffic
rules..."Hold on and pray."

There is no such thing as a dangerous high-
speed chase in Dallas. We all drive like that.

All directions start with, "Get on
Beltline"...which has no beginning and no
end.

The morning rush hour is from 6 to 10. The
evening rush hour is from 3 to 7. Friday’s
rush hour starts Thursday morning.

If you actually stop at a yellow light, you will
be rear ended, cussed out and possibly shot.
When you are the first one on the starting
line, count to five when the light turns
green before going to avoid crashing with
all the drivers running the red light in
cross-traffic.

Construction on Central Expressway is a way
of life and a permanent form of entertain-
ment. We had had so much fun with that
we have added George Bush freeway and
the High Five to the mix.

All unexplained sights are explained by the
phrase, "Oh, we’re in Fort Worth!" 

If someone actually has their turn signal on, it
is probably a factory defect.

All old ladies with blue hair in Mercedes
have the right of way. Period.

Inwood Road, Plano Road, NW Highway,
East Grand, Garland Road, Marsh Lane,
Josey Lane, 15th Street, Preston Road... all
mysteriously change names as you cross
intersections (these are only a FEW exam-
ples)! The perfect example of this is what

is MOSTLY known as Plano Road. On the
south end it is known as Lake Highlands
Drive, cross Northwest Highway and it be-
comes Plano Road, go about 8 miles and it
is briefly Greenville Ave, Ave K, and high-
way 5. This road ends in Sherman.

If asking directions in Irving or SE Dallas, you
must have knowledge of Spanish. If in cen-
tral Richardson or on Harry Hines, Japa-
nese or Chinese will be your best bet. If
you stop to ask directions on Gaston or
Live Oak, you better be armed.

A trip across town (east to west) will take a
minimum of four hours, although many
north/south freeways have unposted mini-
mum speeds of 75. 

The minimum acceptable speed on the Dallas
North Toll Road is 85. Anything less is con-
sidered downright SISSY!

The wrought iron on windows near Oak Cliff
and Fair Park are not ornamental.

It is possible to be driving WEST in the North-
bound lane of EAST NORTHWEST High-
way. Don’t let this confuse you.
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News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups
Further background information about a SIG is available from the SIG’s 

Web page at http://www.ntpcug.org

.

Access 
The Microsoft Access SIG is BACK!
Back, that is, with the main meetings of
the North Texas PC User Group SIGs
on the third Saturday of the month at
North Lake College. We are happy to
be meeting along with the other
NTPCUG Microsoft Office SIGs: Mi-
crosoft Excel spreadsheet and Microsoft
Word word processor. Barring some un-
usual event, we will meet at 11:00 AM,
so as to avoid meeting time conflict
with the other Office SIGs... you can
start at 8:00 AM with Excel and spend
the whole morning learning about Mi-
crosoft Office software. 

And, until further notice, we will meet
jointly with the Microsoft Access Fun-
damentals SIG. Regular attendees will
get a good grounding in Microsoft Ac-
cess, with perhaps an occasional diver-
sion of product demonstrations or ad-
vanced topics -- it will be great intro-
duction if you are just starting or a
great review of topics for the more ex-
perienced user. No matter how long we
use this great database software prod-
uct, there is always more to learn about
using it effectively, efficiently, and eas-
ily. 

On May 21, 2005 we will again have a
joint meeting of the Microsoft Access
SIG and the Microsoft Access Funda-
mentals SIG at North Lake College.
We will continue with our review of
the fundamental operations and features
of Microsoft Access -- this month’s
topic will be Access SELECT Queries,
presented by Microsoft Access Funda-
mentals SIG Leader Jim Wehe. See
the Access Fundamentals SIG Notes
for details. 

In April, 2005, after a one-month hiatus
due to meeting place scheduling prob-

lems, we resumed our normal meeting
of the Microsoft Access SIG and Mi-
crosoft Access Fundamentals SIG at
North Lake College. Microsoft Access
Fundamentals SIG Leader Jim Wehe
completed his series of tutorial sessions
on Access Tables and Data Storage.
We held a drawing for the first of our
monthly giveaways of full, retail copies
of Microsoft Office System 2003 Profes-
sional, for which thanks are due to Mi-
crosoft’s South Central Developer
Guidance Council, Brian Moore, Coor-
dinator. The lucky winner was
NTPCUG member Cynthia Burtch. 

Valuable Prizes: 

Again this month, we will continue our
monthly giveaways, for NTPCUG mem-
bers only, of a full, retail copy of Mi-
crosoft Office 2003 System Profes-
sional. We will continue to give a copy
at each meeting of the SIG for the rest
of the year, courtesy of Microsoft’s
South Central Developer Guidance
Council. If a member wins a copy, that
member cannot win another later in the
year. However, tickets will be retained
from meeting to meeting, increasing
your chances each month you partici-
pate. The first round of tickets were col-
lected in February and will be used,
along with all tickets collected since, in
the current month’s drawing. If you
join the morning of the meeting, your
membership receipt will provide proof
of eligibility; if you forget to bring your
valid membership card, the member-
ship list at the sign-in table can be your
backup proof of eligibility. 

Jack Atkinson 

SIG Meeting Schedule
8:00

   Microsoft Networking  
   Hardware Solutions 
   Excel/Spreadsheets  
  e-Commerce 

9:00
   Wireless Communications  
   Operating Systems 
   PC Concepts 
   Dallas Corel
   Microsoft FrontPage 
   Microsoft Word 

10:00
   Alpha Five Data Base
   Microsoft Word (Continued)
   Personal Digital Assistants 
  Rhino 3D

11:00
  Access/ Access Fundamentals
  Internet 
   WordPerfect for Windows 
   Digital Photography 

12:00
   NTPCUG Business Meeting

12:30 
   Investors 
   The Master Genealogist
   Linux

1:30
   The Master Genealogist 
       (continued)

SIG meetings are listed by time for the Janu-
ary 15 meeting.  Times may change, and mem-
bers are advised to check the NTPCUG Web
site for latest listings. Room locations will be
posted on the day of the meeting.

The following SIGs are meeting at separate lo-
cations, and are not included in the schedule
above.  Check the SIG notes for time and loca-
tion. 

Meets on 05/14
SharePoint
ASP.net 
Visual BASIC - Advanced
Visual BASIC - Beginning 

The following SIG meets at other times, and
are not included in the schedule above.
Check the SIG notes for time and location.

  DSDA
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Access Fundamentals 
In May, we will discuss Lookup Ta-
bles, setting Relationships, and begin
studying Queries; specifically Select
and Parameter Queries. 

As usual we will distribute a summary
of the subject matter, complete a sign-
in sheet, and collect questions to be an-
swered at the meeting or, if necessary,
in a later meeting. 

We will also have our second drawing
for a significant prize provided by Mi-
crosoft’s South Central Developer
Guidance Council through Larry Lin-
son. Cynthia Burtch won the copy of
Office Pro 2003 in April. 

In June, we will continue with Queries. 

We will make every effort to work in
the public domain and avoid commer-
cial or copyrighted applications. 

Jim Wehe 

Alpha Five 
Several SIG members, including me
and the assistant leader, will be attend-
ing the Alpha User Conference May
19-22. Since this coincides with the
May SIG meeting we will not have a
meeting in May. 

In June we will continue with our de-
velopment of the web application for
storing and reporting SIG notes. 

The basic features of the completed
system are 

❖ Password login

❖ Update a database with user text

❖ Format a static html page from
the database

❖ FTP the new page to another
server 

Come see how the Alpha web server
works and add your thoughts to the de-
velopment of the new system. 

Bill Parker. 

ASP.NET
The ASP.NET SIG is a place that de-
velopers that are new to ASP.NET can
come and learn what they need to learn
to successfully develop a production
quality website using ASP.NET. 

Our meeting place has changed; In-
stead of meeting on the fourth floor of
the Microsoft building, we now meet
on the first floor. Our new meeting
space is gorgeous! 

An End-to-End Application: Month 7 -
Exception Management 

Last November, we started an exciting
new series on developing a web appli-
cation from beginning to end. The ap-
plication that I will be building over
the next 10 months will demonstrate
best practices and it will use a number
of the application blocks provided by
Microsoft. 

Upcoming Meetings 

❖ June 2005 - Toi B. Wright,
speaking on Tech Ed

Toi B Wright 

Communications 
Should VOIP be your only phone serv-
ice? VOIP has made its debut as a low
cost phone and long distance service.
The availability of 911 service on
VOIP has become a public service is-
sue. VOIP companies do not have the
state and local regulation and oversight
a telephone endures. For now, VOIP
911 emergency services might be avail-
able, but are not required. 

There are some VOIP scenarios that
could cause some concern. You dial
911 for a fire emergency, and the com-

Sig Leader Listings
SIG Coordinator
Bill Parker at: 

sig_coordinator@ntpcug.org
Access

Larry Linson 
larry.linson2@ntpcug.org
Jack Atkinson
jatkin@bigfoot.com

Alpha Five
Bill Parker............(972) 381-9963 h
bill@partec.net
Dan Blank............(972) 395-3367 h
dan.blank@verizon.net

ASP.NET
Toi Wright............(214)-521-8336
toi@compuserve.com
Larry Linson
lmlinson@yahoo.com
Linda Moore
lhmoore@pobox.com

Dallas Corel 
Cynthia Burtch.....(940) 320-0164
reburtch@charter.net
Martin Hellar........(903) 849-3492
mwhellar@ntpcug.org

 Marsha Drebelbis (214) 951-0266
mdreb@litigraph.com

Dallas Software Developers Assn.
Glen Ford ............(972) 423-1888
gford@sharpsite.net
Martin Hellar........(903) 849-3492
mwhellar@ntpcug.org
Bob Weber, ........  (214) 348-3813
rwwebber@swbell.net

Digital Photography
James Dunn ........972-279-5712
jdunn@ImagesByJamesDunn.com

e-Commerce
Alan Lummus ......(972) 733-4141 w&h
alan.lummus@ntpcug.org

Excel/Spreadsheet
Jose Rivero .........(817) 271-8246
jrjrivero@hotmail.com
Frank Tubbs
ftubbs@sbcglobal.net

Genealogist - The Master 
Jeri Steele ...........(972) 306-15966 h
jeri@pioneerinfo.com
Bill Dow (972) 306-1596 w
dow@PioneerInfo.com
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munication is routed through Hong
Kong. Or you dial the operator and the
operator doesn’t understand your re-
quest. With VOIP, you need to have
the phone numbers for local emergency
services readily available for use. 

For the homeowner, an item to con-
sider should be emergency power. The
telephone company provides the elec-
tricity for your phone service. With
VOIP, you are responsible for power-
ing your equipment. The 2003 power
blackout in the Northeast is a reminder
that one hour of power backup is not
sufficient. 

The cell phone companies plan for an
electrical outage lasting for two to four
hours, but again, the 2003 Northeast
electric service outage lasted for one to
three weeks. Local thunderstorms have
interrupted electrical service for one to
three days. The capacity to operate for
three days should be considered if
VOIP will be your only service. 

The third consideration is promptness
of repair services. Telephone compa-
nies have always been responsive to
service disruptions that affect public
safety. If someone needs phone service
because of medical problems, they get
priority. An Internet provider may not
be prepared to respond to a request for
priority repair service for medical rea-
sons, yet a severed backbone Internet
connection will get priority repair. 

If your VOIP or Internet service is in-
terrupted, how fast will the response
be? We will discuss the practically of
VOIP in our May SIG. 

Birl Smith 

Dallas Corel 
May is Members’ Showcase!

May is your chance to share what
you’ve done. We need lots of show
and tell to make the Members’ Show-

case a real gallery. It doesn’t have to be
something big, it doesn’t have to be
fancy just needs to be your idea, your
way of using Corel. 

April In Review

April’s Feature Presentation was using
Corel Graphics Suite for the layout and
production process in the creation of
small accordion-folded booklets. The
synergy between CorelDRAW and
Photo-paint make this an easy, edit-as-
you-go-event. The booklet tutorial is
online at http://www.protechstu-
dio.com/CorelSIG/BookletTuto-
rial.html. 

April’s Quick Tip was a short review
of the Virtual Segment Delete Tool.
With this tool it was easy to make lines
appear to weave in and out of objects
by removing parts of them. Although
the line appeared to have been cut, it re-
mained as one element and its attrib-
utes could be edited as one unit.

2005 Program Schedule

January Business Card Design (Cyn-
thia Burtch)

February Portraits With Pizzazz (Cyn-
thia Burtch)

March Tricks with Text

April Handmade Books

May Members’ Showcase

Hardware Solutions
David Huckabee.. (318) 686-3624 h
dhuckabee@msn.com

Internet 
Glynn Brooks ...... (214)-228-2831
glynn@rgbtechnical.com

 Investors
Kathryn (Kathy) Troxell
infoinvest@aol.com

 Linux
John McNeil ........ (972) 227-2881
john.mcneil@ntpcug.org
Gil Brand, 
gb1@ntpcug.org

Microsoft FrontPage
Alan Lummus...... (972) 733-4141 w&h
alan.lummus@ntpcug.org

Microsoft Networking
Gil Brand............. (214) 341-7182 h
g.brand@ntpcug.org

Microsoft Word
Diane Bentley...... (972) 724-0855 w&h
diane.bentley@ntpcug.org

Midi & Audio SIG
Alan Lummus...... (972)-733-4141
alan.lummus@ntpcug.org

Operating Systems
Reagan Andrews (214) 828-1466 h
reagan.andrews@ntpcug.org
Chuck Stark ........ (972) 985-9176
chuck.stark@attbi.com

PC Concepts
Harold (Spike) Smith
............................ (214) 764-1188 h
intro@comcast.net

Perl SIG
Larry Martin......... (972)-783-4548
larry.martin@acm.org

Personal Digital Assistants
Birl Smith............. (214) 616-6458 w
birl.smith@ntpcug.org
Craig Winder ....... (214)-724-4210
c.winder@ntpcug.org
David Martin
davidm@attbi.com

Rhino 3D
Bob Campbell ..... (817) 540-1273
bob@campbelldesigns.com

Security SIG
Adam Rose
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June Clipping Masks and Photo Col-
lages

JulyThe Strengths of the Image Sprayer

August The Secrets of the S-curve Re-
vealed

SeptemberBitmap to Vector Victory

October Engaging Envelopes

November Card Tricks 

December Dressing Up the Ordinary 

For past program information Access
Dallas Corel’s full Web site and ar-
chives at
http://mail.ntpcug.org/sigs/corel/new/
meet.htm

Foster D. Coburn III prebuilt catalogs
for all versions of CorelDRAW clipart
CDs, going back to version 6, and also

CGM (Corel Gallery Magic library of
200,000 images). They are available
for you to download FREE via
http://www.unleash.com/articles/
romcat. 

Cynthia Burtch 

Dallas Software Developers
Assn. 
Our May 2005 meeting will be held at
North Lake College 12:30-2:30 PM.
This will be a double-barreled hands-
on tutorial session for Members. In the
first hour Glenn Ford will talk us
through "binding objects to a data-
base". This is a continuation of his
class design discussion in February. 

The second hour will be led by Tom
Perkins. He will lead us through a sim-
ple example of using Web Forms and
Web Services. This is a continuing
practice of trying to actually use Tuc
Goodwin’s second Saturday subject in
a piece of code.

Dallas Software Developers Associa-
tion Meeting Minutes
Saturday, April 16, 2005
North Lake College

Present: 
Tom Perkins, Jeff Frauenheim, Martin
Hellar, Bob Webber, Art Yasui, Rick
King

Dr. Tom Perkins led a hands-on ses-
sion in exploring the code used in error
and exception handling. This is a kind
of practice of what Tuc Goodwin’s sec-
ond Saturday session contained. Tom
supplied each member present with a
seven page document covering in detail
the steps to set up a test project. The in-
structions also contained screen shots
that made the process quite painless. It
was our method of "Not leaving any
student behind".

For those of you that have an interest
in this subject, Bob Webber posted the

handout on or web site. You can view
it at http://www.dsda.org/presenta-
tions/16apr2005-ntpcug/exercise.htm

Meeting adjourned @ 2:30PM

Submitted by: Martin Hellar

Dallas Software Developers Associa-
tion Meeting Minutes
Saturday, February 19, 2005
North Lake College

Present: 
Glenn Ford, Jeff Frauenheim, Martin
Hellar, Bob Webber

Glenn led the class in writing code us-
ing data binding in a Windows form.
With very little coding, Visual Ba-
sic.NET permits data from an object to
be displayed in, say, a textbox. Further-
more, the same code is bi-directional:
changes the user makes, such as filling
in a textbox, updates the data in the ob-
ject. This was quite a nice session as it
was hands on by all present.

To review February’s class, Google the
article ’Windows Forms Data Binding
and Objects’ by Rockford Lhotka.
The article includes downloadable code.

Meeting adjourned @ 2:30PM

Submitted by: Jeff Frauenheim

 

adam.rose@ntpcug.org

Visual Basic .NET — Beginning
Tuc Goodwin....... (972) 345-9934
tgoodwin@ntpcug.org

Visual Basic .NET — Advanced
Stephen Johnson (214) 532-9788
stephen@rsj-services.com

Wireless Communications
Birl Smith ............ (214) 616-6458 w
birl.smith@ntpcug.org

WordPerfect / Windows
Cindy Adams ...... (817) 481-1300 wM
cadams11@earthlink.net
Diane Bentley ..... (972) 724-0855 w&h
diane.bently@ntpcug.org

Important Corel Addresses 
& Phone Numbers

Corel Corporation 
1600 Carling Avenue, 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

❖ Technical Support Repre-
sentatives...................... 888-267-3548

❖ G1 Release, CD-Rom only(latest
“ fixes”  and patches for Corel prod-
ucts) 
..................................... 800-772-6735

❖ Customer Service Representatives
..................................... 800-772-6735

❖ IVAN (Interactive Voice Answering
Network) ...................... 613-728-1990

❖ 24 Hour Automated Fax System
..................... 613-728-0826 Ext.3080

❖ Technical Support hours are 4AM to
8PM (EST) excluding holidays

❖ To obtain our catalogue please re-
quest document #2000
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Dallas Software Developers Associa-
tion Meeting Minutes
Saturday, January 15, 2005
North Lake College

Present: 
Sharron Bell, Glenn Ford, Jeff Frauen-
heim, Martin Hellar, Bob Webber, Art
Yasui

Glenn Ford presented a training session
in VB.NET.

In VS.NET, Glenn demonstrated how
to open a new project. He built some
controls and added class ’test data’. He
added properties (private, hidden and
public). He explained how to use GET
and SET and data binding.

He placed and event within an object to
update the object. Assigning properties
to a class has value because the object
can be used in a Web-based or Win-
dows-based form.

Resources suggested by Glenn:
-MSDN
-Webcasts for online training opportuni-
ties
-Validator Controls for Windows
Forms, Billy Hollis. Drag-and-drop
controls with built-in validation of data
in text boxes.

Books
-Expert One-on-One VB.NET Business
Objects, Rockford Lhotka 
-see other .NET books by Lhotka and
Billy S. Hollis, some available at 75%
Off Books
-Windows forms data binding and ob-
jects
http://sourceforge.net
- NDOC 1.3. This free download com-
ments .NET code and includes samples.
- NUnit 2.2.2 tests programs piece by
piece.

Meeting adjourned @ 2:30PM

Submitted by: Jeff Frauenheim

Glenn Ford 

Digital Photography 
It’s been some time since I did a gen-
eral Q&A session. So in May bring all
your questions about digital photogra-

phy and we’ll see about getting them
answered. I will also have another
book give-away. 

James Dunn 

Investors 
The next meeting is scheduled for May
21, 2005.

Always check the room location at
each meeting.

The Investors SIG has looked at two
web sites in particular: 
http://www.barchart.com and
http://www.moneycentral.msn.com 

We have picked out a total of 12
stocks, six from each site, and we are
going to track their performance. 

I need someone to lead the SIG meet-
ing in July.

Kathryn (Kathy) Troxell

Microsoft Networking 
We will have a Q&A session again this
month. 

If you have any specific topics for
which you would like to see a demo or
presentation, send me a note. 

Gil Brand 

Microsoft Word 
Welcome to the Word SIG — please
join us each month for a terrific meet-
ing! 

MEETING TOPICS
... are tentative and may change

FOUNDATION - 9-10 am

MAY — Character Formatting, Part II
Continuing with Character formatting,
here are some of the features we will
look at: What’s This?, Three Ways to

Remove Character Formatting, Change
Case, Format Painter, Symbols and
Drop Caps.

JUNE — Paragraph Formatting, Part I
Do you know the secret that the para-
graph symbol at the end of each para-
graph holds? Is indenting text a trial-or-
error event? Want to know a shortcut
for changing line spacing to double
space or space-and-a-half? Under-
standing Word’s logic about paragraph
formatting is one of the most important
aspects of Word.

JULY — Paragraph Formatting, Part II
Line spacing within paragraphs is usu-
ally single- and double-spacing. You
can, however, change it to any amount
of spacing. Spacing between para-
graphs is normally one line. This, too,
can be changed to have it added auto-
matically when you end a paragraph!
Indenting and keeping paragraphs to-
gether will no longer be confusing to
you after Paragraph Formatting, Part II.

ADVANCED - 10-11 am

MAY — Table of Contents
This is another feature where Word ex-
cels. Creating a table of contents may
seem difficult, but it really isn’t — if
you’ll just use styles. But even if you
don’t use styles, I’ll show you how to
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mark the text so it will be automat-
ically included in the Table of Contents.

JUNE — Create an Index
The most valuable help within any ref-
erence book is the index. Creating an
index may be more than you have been
willing to tackle alone. You will leave
this session with the confidence to in-
dex your own documents, as well as an
introduction to one of Word’s field
codes. Sounds scary, but it isn’t.

JULY — Table of Captions for Fig-
ures, Tables, Graphs & Equations
If your document contains numerous
figures, you may also want to have a
list of those figures at the end of the
document. When you create a Table of
Figures, the captions are selected,
sorted, and placed in a table. We will
create captions for the figures, and then
create the Table of Figures.

W O W!   I DIDN’T KNOW THAT! 

sTOP tHIS mESS
Way back in Word 97, a most helpful
feature was added. You may not even
be aware that it exists because is has
been turned on by default by Mi-
crosoft. I’m referring to the cAPS
lOCK problem ... where the letters you
capitalize show up as lowercase and
the letters you type in lowercase show
up as capitals.

If you have problems with this happen-
ing, it is possible that this feature is
turned off on your computer. Here’s
how to turn it on: 

❖ Tools | AutoCorrect | AutoCor-
rect tab 

❖ Mark: Correct accidental usage
of cAPS lOCK key 

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?

Got a problem with Word? Describe
the problem to me in an e-mail. I will
do my best to provide a satisfactory an-
swer. I will also post the question and

answer on this Web page, as well as in
the next newsletter so others may bene-
fit from the information.

WHAT’S NEW @ MICROSOFT?

’Microsoft Plans New Browser Ver-
sion’ “Microsoft Corp. will release a
new version of Internet Explorer, the
world’s most widely used Internet
browsing software, with new, built-in
security features,”  Chairman Bill Gates
said Tuesday. “We have decided to do
a new version of Internet Explorer, this
is IE 7,”  Gates said at the RSA Secu-
rity Conference being held in San Fran-
cisco.

The world’s largest software maker
had not previously indicated whether it
planned to release a new version of IE.

Recently, however, Microsoft’s
browser has been facing competition
for the first time in years from the Fire-
fox browser, a free Web browser devel-
oped by a network of software pro-
grammers. 

Diane Bentley 

Operating Systems
Occasionally, when members describe
system problems in the Operating Sys-
tems SIG, either Chuck Stark or myself
will suggest possibility that these prob-
lems may originate in the PC’s BIOS
setup settings.  That may not be such
great advice unless the user with the
problem(s) is fairly knowledgeable
about their system.

Reason is that most PC users now pur-
chase their systems
with the operating sys-
tem installed and con-
figured and have never
seen the BIOS setup
routines.  If the BIOS
routines were mostly
“hard-wired”  this re-
ally wouldn’t be a prob-
lem, but that’s not the

case anymore.  These programs are con-
tained on an EPROM (electronically-
programmable, read-only memory)
chip on the motherboard and (now)
contain hundreds of lines of code.

In the past, BIOS setup routines could
only be reached before the operating
system loaded or via special programs
on a bootable floppy disk.  Many of the
new BIOS set routines can now be
reached from Windows, and that may,
or may not, be a good thing.

Although we may think of the BIOS
setup as being just hardware oriented,
its settings can greatly affect how the
OS and software programs perform.
And, the settings can change over time
without user input.  A “bad”  (dead)
backup battery on the motherboard can
cause the BIOS setup to revert to “de-
fault”  settings that may not reflect how
the system was originally configured.  

An example of BIOS defaults that can
kill operation is found in some ASUS
motherboards that had the hard disk in
a default read-only configuration.  Just
try and install Win XP on this system
before changing that default!

Spring Cleaning Time

Glynn Brooks, Internet SIG Leader,
has a review of two books, Degunking
Windows and Degunking Your PC
published by Paraglyph Press
(http://www.paraglyphpress.com).
I’ve mentioned Degunking Windows in
the past and continue to see it as a valu-
able resource for both new and experi-
enced users in performing their semi-
annual system spring cleaning.

Reagan Andrews & Chuck
Stark
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PC Concepts 
Concept SIG Updates

During our January SIG meeting, I
asked attendees which categories of
software and hardware they wished to
discuss during upcoming meetings. 

Following is the summary of current
preferences: 

1. Digital Cameras 

❖ point and shoot 

❖ low to medium price 

❖ prosumer

2. Discard or Retire Computer 

3. Building a PC 

4. Installing The Operating System 

❖ partitioning 

❖ back-up (system, file)

5. E-mail, Web Pages 

❖ adding pictures 

❖ enhancing (HTML)
6. Sound Recording 

7. How to Buy 

❖ select by function 

❖ select by economics

8. Enhancing digital pictures 

❖ improving 

❖ preparing for e-mail 

❖ preparing for Web Pages

9. Memory 

❖ removable hard drives 

❖ removable (flash) drives 

❖ need or use of drivers for memory

For this month’s SIG meeting, we will
proceed through the listed topics in or-
der as long as time permits. The follow-
ing month’s meetings will then take up

where we leave off. This material has
topics previously covered and these
have all been updated for our use.
Hopefully, there will be adequate sup-
plies of handouts for your reference
and for taking home. 

During February, we covered, “What is
VOIP and How Do We Use It.”  Copies
of this presentation will be distributed
discussing some of the pros and cons
of telephone service using VOIP
(Voice over Internet Protocol). These
systems may save money on long dis-
tance and also have several unique ad-
vantages that might be a real bargain. 

Tips on Software Installation

To get the most out of your Operating
System and other applications, one
must find and select a number of op-
tions that may be beneficial. We will
look into identifying these features and
options that are available but seldom
get turned on. 

When you install the operating system
and applications yourself, then you can
ensure that desirable features are avail-
able. What if your system came with
these already installed? Also, when you
select the ‘Recommended’ installation
from an install wizard, you seldom get
even those features that are highly
touted as desirable by the manufacturer. 

We will demonstrate how to eliminate
these problems whether you are install-
ing new or you need to correct and up-
date your existing software. 

Harold (Spike) Smith 

Personal Digital Assistants
(PDA) 
In May, we will be discussing Blue-
tooth headsets. . Prices for Bluetooth
headsets have decreased in cost and
more phones include Bluetooth capabil-
ity. Bluetooth headsets provide a way

to enter, leave and answer your phone
without the restraint of a cord. Corded
headsets do get tangled with the seat
belts.

Bluetooth devices can be powered by
replaceable AAA battery or internal
non-replaceable battery. Manufacturers
claims for talk and standby time for
Bluetooth headsets does not come close
to the product specifications. The AAA
batteries can be alkaline or recharge-
able. Neither of these are an inexpen-
sive way to power a headset.  Alkaline
batteries usually last one week. The in-
ternal batteries usually charge fast but
you need to recharge in a few days. 

Bluetooth headsets communicate via a
flashing LED’s and audible tones. Most
functions are standard for all Bluetooth
headsets. There are functions that are
unique to each headset and smartphone.
To enable functions, there is a sequence
of pressing and holding buttons to en-
able features and pairing (establishing
communication with your smartphone).
. When you look at the instruction
books the directions are clear, but ma-
nipulating functions while driving or in
a meeting is difficult. 

When a smartphone rings, the Blue-
tooth headset will also have its own
ring tone to indicate something needs
attention. A Bluetooth headset can oper-
ate two phones simultaneously. 

The audio quality of Bluetooth headsets
is good when used in an enclosed area
such as an auto or a room. Audio qual-
ity decreases when used outside, in a
large area or when there a strong wind.
The degradation in audio quality is not
due to the electronics in the headset --
Bluetooth headsets generally have
shorter microphones. The headset mi-
crophones extend to the side of the jaw
and are not placed in front of the mouth
as with corded headsets. 

One other consideration is how the mi-
crophone cancels noise. An extended
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microphone helps. The quality noise
canceling electronics varies depending
on model and manufacturer. Bluetooth
headsets are generally short and there
is no noise canceling foam surrounding
the microphone. 

Another consideration of purchasing a
Bluetooth headset is the fit of the head-
set. The Bluetooth headsets generally
hang on top of the ear. These headsets
may fall off if you reach down to pick
up something or reach for something
above your head. The corded headsets
have a better fit on the ear and are
more stable. The body of the device
hangs on the side of the ear or behind
the ear. When the body of the device is
behind the ear the headset is more
physically stable. 

There are other considerations for a
Bluetooth headset. On a smartphone,
you can turn off Bluetooth. If you are
traveling or in proximity to a large
group of people, disabling Bluetooth
may be good security. Disabling Blue-
tooth will not affect the operation of
the phone. When Bluetooth is disabled
there is no concern about viruses or
eavesdropping on your personal conver-
sation. 

Bluetooth has 8 channels for communi-
cation, so there may some places Blue-
tooth may not function properly. Blue-

tooth is another 2.4 MHz device which
may interfere or receive interference
from microwave ovens, cordless
phones, and X10 cameras. WiFi is also
on the 2.4 MHz with Bluetooth but
there are no interference problems. 

Pairing is the process of establishing
communication between the Bluetooth
headset and a phone. Some headsets
automatically power off if there is no
phone activity. If your headset is off
but the phone rings and Bluetooth is
connected, you won’t be able to talk us-
ing the phone until you disable Blue-
tooth. 

Also, Bluetooth headsets go into paring
mode when you insert a battery or re-
move the headset from a charger. You
will receive messages on the display
that your phone has lost communica-
tion with your headset. And, there are
phone display messages asking if you
would like to reestablish communica-
tion with your headset.

 There are more advantages and disad-
vantages of wireless headsets. We will
discuss these Bluetooth headsets in our
May SIG. 

Birl Smith
Craig Winder
David Martin 

Professional MIDI and
Audio 
Our Professional MIDI/Audio SIG will
meet on a "to be announced" basis for
the foreseeable future. Alan has started
the "NEW TECHNOLOGY" SIG,
which will be meeting at the same
time this SIG regularly met and
which will focus on new, emerg-
ing digital technology. Should you
wish e-mail notification when
there will be another meeting of
the Professional MIDI/Audio SIG,
be sure to sign up for the appropri-

ate e-mail notice as provided below.

J. Alan Lummus 

SharePoint 
Starting in December 2004, 2nd Satur-
day will include a SharePoint SIG.
This SIG will cover all things Share-
Point, including Windows SharePoint
Services, SharePoint Portal Server, etc. 

Here is the topic schedule for the next
few months. This schedule is subject to
change based on the interests of the
SIG participants. 

May 14th 2005: Discussion will be on
the Data View web Part using XML
data. and on How to migrate an exist-
ing website to SharePoint 

Future topics 

❖ How to deploy backend SQL
Server databases to SharePoint 

❖ Security – Using ISA 2004, VPN
plus an anti-virus plug-in to pro-
tect your SharePoint Extranet 

❖ Changing the appearance of the
entire SharePoint site using Cas-
cading Style Sheets, etc. 

❖ Security (using different types) 
Please send email, if you like to see
some particular topic presented. 

Ram Yadav 

Visual Basic - Beginning 
We will be meeting at 9:00 AM on Sat-
urday, May 14th at the Las Colinas
campus of Microsoft Corporation.

For the May Meeting, Tuc Goodwin
continues with the ’Learn VB.NET
from Scratch’ sessions. This month’s

Missing SIG’s?

If you don’t see your favorite Special In-
terest Group’s SIG Notes here, take a
few minutes to remind your SIG Leader
that The PC News will be glad to report
what your SIG is doing — if the SIG
Leader will  send us your SIG news.

Deadline for SIG news is usually the
1st Friday of the month preceding pub-
lication.  We are anxious to report
what your SIG is doing.

Reagan Andrews
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presentation is titled Web Forms and
XML Web Services.  This Presentation
explains how to create a Web Forms
application and how to invoke a simple
XML Web service. 

Below is the schedule for the Begin-
ning Visual Basic.NET SIG for the re-
mainder of the year. We are going to
start Visual Basic.NET from the begin-
ning and go all the way to the end... 

We will have free magazines for all at-
tendees. There will also be a raffle for
software, T-Shirts, the March issue of
Computer User newspaper, and some
books to give away to NTPCUG Mem-
bers!!! . 

So come on Saturday, and don’t forget
to bring a Friend along!!! 

Upcoming Meeting Information:

Beginning VB.NET Schedule for 2004
- 2005 

Date, Title & Synopsis 

5/14/2005  Web Forms and XML Web
Services
This Presentation explains how to cre-
ate a Web Forms application and how
to invoke a simple XML Web service. 

6/11/2005  Using ADO.NET
This Presentation explains how to use
ADO.NET with a Windows Forms ap-
plication to create, read, update, and de-
lete records in Access and SQL Server
databases. 

7/9/2005  Deploying Applications
This Presentation explains how to de-
ploy applications by using Visual Stu-
dio .NET. The Presentation also de-
scribes deployment options available in
Visual Basic .NET, and how to create
and configure a setup project for a Win-
dows-based application. 

8/13/2005+  To Be Determined (TBD) 

Tuc Goodwin 

WordPerfect 
WordPerfect SIG Meeting Topics 

May — WP11 — Keeping Text To-
gether
June — WP11 — Text Formatting
July — WP11 — Headers & Footers 

These topics are tentative and may
change at any time. 

M A Y
Keeping text from separating at the end
of lines and pages is often a concern.
There are several excellent choices for
controlling where your document text
separates. There are also ways to en-
sure that words will always be hyphen-
ated at certain places within the word.
Be prepared to take control of these is-
sues after this meeting.

J U N E
Font, Line, Paragraph, Page, Justifica-
tion ... you have probably used all these
types of formatting in your documents.
As usual, there are many more options
that you may not have tried, and may
not even realize are available.

J U L Y
You can have up to two Headers and
two Footers in a document simultane-
ously. In my 20-some years of using
WordPerfect, I have never needed
more than this. Yet, you can replace
any of them with a different one as
many times as your document requires.
And, discontinuing them is only three
clicks away.

W O W !   I DIDN’T KNOW THAT!

Add the Current Date to Your Docu-
ment

Is one click enough?

On the Application Bar, click the date
button. It may appear spelled out or as
an icon with the number 10 on it.

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?

Got a problem with WordPerfect? De-
scribe the problem in an e-mail. We
will do our best to provide a satisfac-
tory answer. The question and answer
will also be posted on this web page,
as well as in the next newsletter for the
benefit of others who might have the
same problem.

WHAT’S NEW WITH WORDPER-
FECT?

WordPerfect Office 12 Small Business
Edition — with WordPerfect Mail?

WordPerfect 12 

❖ Open, edit and save Microsoft Of-
fice files, including Microsoft®
Office 2003 

❖ Publish your documents and pres-
entations to PDF without needing
to purchase Adobe® Acrobat®
Distiller so anyone with the free
Adobe Acrobat reader can review
them 

❖ Using the Compatibility Toolbar,
save your documents to Mi-
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crosoft Office, PDF, XML or
HTML with an easy click 

❖ Customize your work environ-
ment using the Workspace Man-
ager—choose from WordPerfect,
classic WordPerfect 5.1 or Mi-
crosoft® Word modes 

❖ Launch applications, recent docu-
ments, special templates and help
resources with a click using the
Task Manager 

❖ Open, edit and save Microsoft
Word files, including version
2003

Quattro Pro 12 

❖ Customize your work environ-
ment using the Workspace Man-
ager—choose from Quattro Pro,
Microsoft Excel or Lotus 1-2-3
modes 

❖ Open, edit and save Microsoft
Excel spreadsheets, including ver-
sion 2003

Presentations 12 

❖ Includes more than 20 beautiful
new backgrounds 

❖ Open, edit and save Microsoft
PowerPoint files 

❖ Customize your work environ-
ment using the Workspace Man-
ager—choose from Presentations
or PowerPoint modes 

❖ Publish your slide shows to PDF
with the click of a button Paint
Shop Pro® 9 ($129 value) 

❖ Enhance your documents, market-
ing collateral and presentations
with digital pictures and edited
easily 

Enhance digital images 

❖ Add illustrations to reports and
get your point across using pho-
tos 

❖ Exceptional features for touching
up, enhancing and sharing im-

ages from digital cameras

WordPerfect® Mail 

❖ Includes a calendar, contact man-
ager, spam protection and much
more 

❖ Find any email message, attach-
ment or contact with exceptional
speed ... whether you use folders
or not 

❖ Eliminate the hassle of managing
online mailing lists, subscriptions
and newsletters. RSS feeds are
delivered to your inbox automat-
ically, providing you with the lat-
est headlines and news at your
fingertips. 

❖ Organize, search and store your
emails with unparalleled effi-
ciency

WordPerfect® OfficeReady® – Busi-
ness Essentials ($49.95 value) 

❖ Create impressive-looking docu-
ments, including newsletters, con-
tracts, proposals and more 

❖ Easily create calendars, budgets,
stationary, marketing materials,
slide shows, reports and more
with fantastic templates

WordPerfect OfficeReady - Business
Plans ($39.95 value) 

❖ Includes detailed templates to
help you with breakeven analy-
sis, integrated financials, sales
forecasts and more! 

❖ Sample business plans provide
examples on how to create your
own effective plan

Norton® Internet Security 2005* 

❖ This special edition of Norton In-
ternet Security 2005 includes –
Norton AntiVirus, Norton Per-
sonal Firewall, Norton Privacy
Control, Norton AntiSpam, Nor-
ton Parental Control, and a com-
plimentary 90-day subscription to
protection updates

Task Manager 

❖ Start projects, launch applications
and improve productivity with a
few easy clicks 

❖ Create special projects, work on
recent documents or launch appli-
cations 

Cindy Adams 
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North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 703449, Dallas, TX  75370-3449
Please visit our Web Page at: http://www.ntpcug.org

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is a non-profit,
independent group, not associated with any corporation.
Membership is open to PC users and others interested in
exchanging ideas, information, hardware, predictions, and
other items related to computers, digital communications and
software.  To join the Group, complete the application blank
found on the NTPCUG Web site, http://www.ntpcug.org,
and send with $40 membership dues to the Membership
Director — address shown below.  Subscription to the
newsletter is included with each membership.  

The Group meets twice each month, usually on the second
and third Saturdays.  See inside front cover for date, time and
place of the next North Texas PC Users  Group  meeting.

E-mail Password problems?
   Call Doug Gorrie at............. (972) 618-8002

Address Changes, etc...
Payment of dues, address changes, and
inquiries about membership should be
directed to:

NTPCUG Membership Director
P.O. Box 703449
Dallas, Texas 75370-3449

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
Board of Directors, 2005

 Birl Smith Chairman
Jack Atkinson Gil Brand

James Dunn Tuc Goodwin
Linda Moore Bill Parker

NTPCUG Officers
President- Birl Smith (214) 616-6458 w
President Elect Linda Moore (214) 342-8833 h
Program Chairman Linda Moore (214) 342-8833 h
Treasurer Martin Mills (972) 991-4270 h
Secretary Birl Smith (214) 616-6458 w
Membership Dir. Jeri Steele (214) 567-6289 w
Publicity Co-Directors John Bloskas (972) 335-4184

Jeff Frauenheim (972) 596-2900
SIG Coordinator Bill Parker (972) 381-9963 h
Volunteer Coord. Arnold Krusemark
Product Review Coord Spike (Harold) Smith (214) 764-1188 
Vendor Discount Coord Kathy Lee Brown (903) 465-6787

Life Members

                  John Pribyl (1924 - 1993)
Phil Chamberlain Jim Hoisington

David McGehee Stuart Yarus
 Tom Prickett Connie Andrews

Kathryn Loafman Reagan Andrews
       Fred Williams Timothy Carmichael

      Andy Oliver Mark Gruner
Alex Lilley Claude McClure

Doug Gorrie

NTPCUG Web Addresses

Home Page:  http://www.ntpcug.org 
To locate e-mail addresses for individual, Click on:  the
About NTPCUG menu button then select Contact Us to
link to:
♠ President
♠ Advertising
♠ Newsletter
♠ Volunteer Coordinator
♠ Special Interest Group (SIG) Coorinator
♠ Publicity
♠ Webmaster
To e-mail officers and directors:  bod@ntpcug.org
To e-mail the PC News and submit articles:  
newsletter@ntpcug.org

http://www.ntpcug.org
http://www.ntpcug.org
http://www.ntpcug.org

